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GIFTS TO CONCORDIA SEMINARY 
ST. LOUIS 


While Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, 
was not eligible for the grants made by 
the Ford and Rockefeller foundations, a 
number of individual Christians and or- 
ganizations made gifts to the seminary. 

In the last six months we note espe- 
cially the following larger amounts re- 
ceived: For the student loan fund — 
Mr. and Mrs. W. H. Bischel, Aurelia, 
Iowa, $1,000; memorial for Chaplain E. 
A. Wolfram, Jr., $650. For other student 
aid—C. L. Ahrens fund, $3,700. For 
general expenses — Marshall Zeigler 
estate, $1,000; Fred Parry estate, $361; 
Edward Reich estate, $408; Emma 
Schneider estate, $500; A. Driemeier 
Moving and Storage Co., $500. For the 
maintenance fund — an anonymous 
donation of $3,000. For a bronze bulletin 
board — Mr. and Mrs, Walter Trampe, 
$472. From the Wenchel Fund for Lec- 
tures on Effective Preaching, $320. For 
the Living Foundation Fund —177 alumni 
donated $1,525. 

The enrollment at Concordia Semi- 
nary has almost doubled in the last ten 
years. In 1946 Concordia had 490 stu- 
dents; today 924 students attend this 
same school. As a result, the seminary 
budget has increased rapidly. And the 
money needed for new buildings and 
improved facilities over the next ten 
years runs to several million dollars, 
much of which could well come from 
individual gifts rather than from Synod’s 
treasury. All of our synodically sup- 
ported colleges and seminaries have ex- 
perienced a similar growth. We are glad 
our members realize this and are send- 
ing gifts such as those mentioned to 
help carry on the vital work of min- 
isterial training. Grants by large founda- 
tions have surely dramatized a need our 
schools as well as the secular institutions 
face. We believe that love for the Lord 
Jesus will move more and more of our 
members to respond to this challenge. 

People who wish information about 
the needs of our ministerial and teacher 
training schools and ways of meeting 
‘' them through gifts or bequests may 
address the office of the Board for Higher 
Education at 210 North Broadway, Saint 
Louis 2, Mo., or the presidents of any 
of our colleges and seminaries. 


ALFRED O, F'UERBRINGER 
President 
Concordia Seminary 
St. Louis, Mo. 


NEW FEATURE 


I like especially the new feature re- 
garding other churches in this that you 
list where they differ from Scripture. 
The method of presentation was ex- 
cellent. 

No small credit for the increasing con- 
secration, understanding, and love that is 
being manifested by our people is to be 
ascribed to the fact that the LUTHERAN 
WITNEss is going into more and more of 
our members’ homes and is being. read 
and studied. 


San Francisco ARTHUR C, NITzZ 


“NEVER REPRESENTED” 


I appreciated seeing the article on 
religious materials being transcribed into 
Braille for use for the blind. We have 
been needing more of this type of ma- 
terial for the blind for a long time. 

The Lutheran Braille Transcription 
Committee is made up of some very fine 
people. However, I was disappointed that 
once again blind people are never repre- 
sented or asked to serve on these com- 
mittees. Actually, the suggestions for the 
type of help needed must come from the 
visually handicapped... . 


Chicago, Il. B. 


LIKES ARTICLE — DISLIKES COLOR 


I find the present WITNESs setup very 
effective and informative, but I don’t care 
for the color effect. To my mind it 
cheapens the WITNESs and brings it to 
the level of “sensational” publications. 
However, the contents make me lose 
sight of the mechanical setup. 

I was especially interested in the “An- 
swer —to the Mormons.” The Mormon 
Church is quietly making headway, both 
by its “missionaries” (?) and the refrain- 
ing from effort to draw attention to its 
doctrines. The Mormon Church is re- 
garded by the majority of people as just 
another Christian Church... . 

Such tracts as are available are too 
long for distribution in hospitals. If it 
were possible to publish in quantities the 
article of January 17 as cheaply as pos- 
sible, we could give the tracts to our lay 
visitors or use the tracts ourselves. The 
quotations from official Mormon writings; 
an introduction stating that the docu- 
ments from which the quotations are 
taken are confessional books of the Mor- 
mon Church; the Scriptural doctrine 
given in the words of the Bible, with 
book, chapter, and verse; and the point- 
ing out of the difference, would in my 
opinion be more effective than a lot of 
arguing. I am sure that some people 
would pick up the tract after the visitor 
has departed and read it again. 


ARTHUR APPELT, Pastor em. 
Hospital Chaplain 
Edmonton, Alta. 
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THE COVER 


St. John’s Lutheran Church, Water- 
town, Wis., the Revs. M. A. Bertermann 
and E. F. Quandt, pastors, dedicated its 
new $360,000 school January 8. 

“When in 1852 the founders of Saint 
John’s Church, newly emigrated from 
Germany and true to their Lutheran her- 
itage, established the Church of the 
Augsburg Confession in Watertown, they 
immediately showed their vital interest, 
not only in their own spiritual welfare, 
but also in the Christian training of their 
children. . . . The school has had the 
remarkable distinction of being in con- 
tinuous operation for 103 years,” the 
foreword of the dedicatory booklet states. 

Vivid interior wall colors — yellow, 
red, green, blue, orange—make the 


building unusual. Bright as the co 
may sound, the effect is good. 

“There are ten rooms fitted for clas 
rooms, two meeting rooms, an au 
torium-gymnasium seating 500, dinir 
area for 360 people, and a mode 
kitchen. .. . We now have seven clas 
rooms in operation and three spares 
something few schools can say,” Past 
Bertermann wrote the WITNESS. T 
building is designed not only for t 
parish school but also for the activities 
all societies in the congregation. 


and of many windows. The building i 
cludes a principal’s office, nurse’s firs 
aid room, teachers’ lounge, janitor’s roo 
spacious corridors for the social inte 
change of youngsters, shower roo 
paper chute on each floor for easy mai 
tenance, and in each classroom: a libra 
corner, bubbler, sink, bookshelves, lin 
leum-top work areas, storage cabinet 
and teaching aids. In the lobby is 
mural of “Christ and the Children.” 
The school which served St. John 


building was under construction, Sep 
tember 1954 to January 1956, the city 
Watertown permitted St. John’s Congre 
gation to use the old Webster School. 

The faculty consists of Ed. H. Matthe 
principal; Gerhard A. Schmiel, Glen 
Herbold, Mrs. Eva Wuesternberg, Mis 
Viola Schlueter, Miss Marie Taras, an 
Miss Alice Schoenike. 
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Reed anv tue Flax 


ARTHUR KLINCK 


ofessor of Historical Theology, Concordia Seminary, St. Louis 


seems to go right. Our best 

efforts are not appreciated, per- 
haps even resented. We feel dis- 
couraged. It appears as though God 
Himself had forsaken us. 

On such dark days, however, the 

Lord moves us to take an honest look 
at ourselves. In the searching light of 
His holy Law our own righteousnesses 
show up for what they are — tattered, 
filthy rags! Because of our imperfec- 
tions and weaknesses, because of our 
gross sins and damning iniquities, we 
are utterly unworthy of our heavenly 
Father’s care. 
- But God does care. God wants us 
to lean wholly on His Word. God 
wants us to take comfort in the as- 
surance that for Jesus’ sake He will 
not deal with us after our sins nor 
reward us according to our iniquities, 
but ever lovingly take us back as His 
own. 

Will God take us back? Can we be 
sure? Certainly. God has given us 
many precious promises that bear 
directly on this question. In the 
words of the Prophet Isaiah the God 
of unfailing goodness most vividly 
states His concern for us: “A bruised 
reed shall He not break, and the 
smoking flax shall He not quench” 
(Is. 42:3). 


The Bruised Reed 


Imagine a patch of reeds waving 
in the breeze, easily, gracefully. The 
breeze increases its velocity. One 
reed begins to buckle, then rights 
itself; it totters again, and then it 
droops. It cannot spring back. It can- 
not even struggle. It is doomed to lie 
there until it breaks off completely or 
until it rots. 

But that bruised reed can be aided. 
Someone else can lift up the buckled 
reed. He can brace it or put splints 
around it. He can make the tall stem 
stand again. It can be done, but some- 
sody else must do it, somebody in- 
initely stronger than the reed itself. 

Here is the picture of a weak be- 
iever. Isn’t it a picture of you, too? 
You have been shaken by the wind of 
rial and temptation. You have fallen. 
But the Lord does not break you off. 
He does not let you lie there help- 
ess and hopeless. He raises you up 
again, He braces and upholds you by 
His power. Coupled with His strength 
s His yearning love, His matchless 

tience. 


x are days when nothing 
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This is He “who forgiveth all thine 
iniquities, who healeth all thy dis- 
eases, who redeemeth thy life from 
destruction, who crowneth thee with 
loving-kindness and tender mercies.” 
No one is bruised without His knowl- 
edge. No one falls beyond the reach 
of His arm. No one is broken over 
and above the ability of His love to 
bind and heal. With God nothing 
shall be impossible. 

Let us carry with us always this 
picture of our heavenly Father’s care 
for us. 


The Smoking Flax 


The second picture is just as beau- 
tiful: “The smoking flax shall He not 
quench.” 

Imagine an ancient torch made out 
of the horn of a cow or of clay pottery 
about the same shape. With the 
pointed end down, the horn is filled 
with oil and covered with a wad 
of flax fiber. Saturated with oil, the 
fiber is lighted and flares up imme- 
diately. The bearer of the torch car- 
ries it high above his head to light up 
the way for himself and others. 

But now the oil is low. The flame 
flickers, smokes, sputters. It has 
almost gone out. What does the 
torchbearer do? Throw the torch 
away? No, he wants it; he needs it. 
He simply takes the wick out and 
pours new oil into the torch. Care- 
fully putting the flax back in, he re- 
lights it or blows on it until it flickers. 
Then it springs up into full flame and 
shines brightly once more. 

Here again we see ourselves por- 
trayed. When the flame of our faith 
flickers and smolders, it is. because 
our oil is getting low. Perhaps we 
have not read, heard, and heeded 
God’s Word. Perhaps some willful 
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sins have stood in the way of real 
repentance. Perhaps our pride has 
kept us from believing in Jesus and 
loving Him truly. At any rate, the 
wick of our faith is almost burned 
out. It is merely smoking. 

Of what good is such a smoldering 
faith to the Lord? Will He let it waste 
itself away? Will He take the torch 
into His own hand and snuff it out 
completely in the dust of the path? 
No, He pushes the wick carefully to 
one side, refills the torch with oil, 
puts the wick back where it belongs, 
blows on it, and it puffs into flame 
again. 

The Flame of Faith 


The flame of faith that almost goes 
out — the light that flickers and 
smolders and smokes — can be re- 
kindled by our Lord. He will not cast 
us off forever. He will not quench 
the smoking flax. He wants us to be 
His own, to live under Him in His 
kingdom, and to serve Him in right- 
eousness and blessedness. 

We have a great work to do. We 
are to shine as lights in this world. 
We are to hold high the torch of our 
faith. We are to keep it burning, re- 
plenishing it regularly with oil from 
His Word. 

May the image of the smoking flax 
constantly remind us of God’s grace 
and goodness. And when we feel dis- 
couraged and disheartened, may we 
not forget that God Himself will keep 
alive the flame of faith, which lights 
up for us and other wanderers the 
way that leads to everlasting life. 

“Bruised reed and smoking flax.” 
May God keep these two pictures in 
our hearts to remind us of our sin 
and weakness and of His everlasting 
mercy and strength. 


Be Ready to Gne an Ansner— 
to the JEHOVAH'S 


By L. W. SPITZ 


Professor of Systematic Theology 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis 


harles Taze Russell (1852—1916) 
is the father of Jehovah’s Wit- 
nesses, a name adopted in 1931. 

Officially his followers were known 
as The Watch Tower and Tract So- 
ciety or The International Bible Stu- 
dents Association. Colloquially the 
people called them Russellites. With 
his name, also his reputation and to 
a large extent his mass of writings 
have suffered an eclipse, which has 
left many of the present Witnesses 
ignorant of the dubious character of 
their founder. At the age of 18, Rus- 
sell organized a Bible class, which in 
1876 elected him “Pastor” of the 
group. In 1879 he founded Zion’s 
Watch Tower, now known as The 
Watchtower Announcing Jehovah's 
Kingdom. Two years later he organ- 
ized his tract society, which in 1886 


Statements by Russell 


1. The Trinity 


“This view suited well the dark 
ages it helped to produce.” 

“Tf it were not for the fact that 
this trinitarian nonsense was drilled 
into us from earliest infancy and the 
fact that it is so soberly taught in 
theological seminaries by gray-haired 
professors, . . . nobody would give it 

a moment’s serious consideration.” 


2. The Deity of Jesus Christ 


“Our Redeemer existed as a spirit 
being before he was made flesh and 
dwelt amongst men. At that time, as 
well as subsequently, he was properly 
known as ‘a god’—a mighty one.” 

“As chief of the angels and next to 
the Father, he [Christ] was known 
as the Archangel (highest angel or 
messenger), whose name, Michael, 
signifies, ‘Who as God’ or ‘God’s Rep- 
resentative.’ ” 


3. The Resurrection of Christ 


“Tt could not be that the man Jesus 
is the second Adam, the new father 
of the race instead of Adam; for the 
man Jesus is dead, forever dead.” 

“Our Lord’s human body .. . did 
not decay or corrupt ... whether it 
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WITNESSES 


Right: Cover of official magazine 


published the first in a series of seven 
books, of which he wrote six, en- 
titled Studies in the Scriptures. The 
seventh volume, published after his 
death, caused a split in the organiza- 
tion. The larger group followed J. F. 
Rutherford, upon whose death N. H. 
Knorr took over. 

“Pastor” Russell cannot be charged 
with undue modesty nor with under- 
stating the importance of his Scrip- 
ture Studies. He says: “If anyone 
lays the Scripture Studies aside, even 
after he has used them, after he has 
become familiar with them, after he 
has read them for ten years—if he 
then lays them aside and ignores them 
and goes to the Bible alone, though 
he has understood his Bible for ten 
years, our experience shows that 
within two years he goes into dark- 


Statements of the Bible 


1. The Trinity 


“The grace of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Ghost be with 
you all” (2 Cor. 13:14). 

“Baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Ghost” (Matt. 28:19). 

“Hear, O Israel: The Lord, our 
God, is one Lord” (Deut. 6:4). 


2. The Deity of Jesus Christ 


“Thomas answered and said unto 
Him [Jesus], My Lord and my God” 
(John 20:28). 

“And we know that the Son of 
God is come and hath given us an 
understanding that we may know 
Him that is true, and we are in Him 
that is true, even in His Son Jesus 
Christ. This is the true God and 
eternal Life” (1 John 5:20). 


3. The Resurrection of Christ 


“If Christ be not raised, your faith 
is vain; ye are yet in your sins. ... 
But now is Christ risen from the 
dead and become the First Fruits of 
them that slept’ For since by man 
came death, by man came also the 
resurrection of the dead. For as in 
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ness. On the other hand, if he haf 
merely read the Scripture Studid 
with their references and had nd 
read a page of the Bible as such, 
would be in the light at the end qa 
two years, because he would have t 
light of the Scriptures.” 

Jehovah’s Witnesses are not to 
happy about their Russellite ancestry 
Walter R. Martin and Norman 
Klann have, however, brought co 
vincing proof in their recent boo 
Jehovah of the Watchtower that ther} 
is no essential difference betwee 
Russell’s teachings and those of hi 
successors. 


The Difference 


1. The Trinity . 


The Christian Church has alwa 
confessed “that we worship one God 
in Trinity, and Trinity in Unit 
neither confounding the Persons, no 
dividing the Substance. For there i 
one Person of the Father, another o 
the Son, and another of the Holy 
Ghost. But the Godhead of th 
Father, of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost is all one: the glory equal, the 
majesty coeternal.” 


2. The Deity of Jesus Christ 


The Christian Church confesses 
her belief “in one Lord Jesus Chris 
the only-begotten Son of God, be 
gotten of the Father before all worlds 
God of God, Light of Light, very God 
of very God, begotten, not made, be 
ing of one substance with the Father 
by whom all things were made.” 


3. The Resurrection of Christ 


Our Lord’s body did indeed not see 
corruption, but the risen Lord is the 
same who on Good Friday was nailed 
to the cross. He showed His disciples 
His hands and His feet. When th 
disciples were terrified, thinking they 
had seen a spirit, Jesus said: “Beholé 
My hands and My feet, that it is I My: 

J 


dissolved into gases or whether 
is still preserved somewhere ... 
one knows.” 


4. The Return of Christ 


“And in like manner as he went 
way (quietly, secretly, so far as the 
orld was concerned, and unknown 
xcept to his followers), so in this 
anner, he comes again.” 


5. Hell 


_ “Many have imbibed the erro- 
eous idea that God placed our race 
‘ trial for life with the alternative 
of eternal torture, whereas nothing of 
the kind is even hinted at in the 
penalty.” 

_ “Eternal torture is nowhere sug- 
gested in the Old Testament Scrip- 
tures, and only a few statements in 
the New Testament can be so mis- 
construed as to appear to teach it.” 


6. The Atonement 


_ “The ‘ransom for all’ given by ‘the 
man Christ Jesus’ does not give or 
guarantee to every man another op- 
portunity or trial for life everlasting” 
(The Harp of God). 


Adam all die, even so in Christ shall 
all be made alive” (1 Cor. 15:17, 
20-22). 


4. The Return of Christ 


“This same Jesus, which is taken 
up from you into heaven, shall so 
come in like manner as ye have seen 
Him go into heaven” (Acts 1:11). 

“.. all the tribes of the earth... 
shall see the Son of Man coming in 


the clouds of heaven with power and 
great glory” (Matt. 24:30). 


5. Hell 


“Then shall He say also unto them 
on the left hand: Depart from Me, ye 
cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared 
for the devil and his angels” (Matt. 
29:41). 

“.. Shall cast them into a furnace 
of fire; there shall be wailing and 
gnashing of teeth” (Matt. 13:24). 


6. The Atonement 


“For there is one God and one 
Mediator between God and men, the 
Man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself 
a ransom for all, to be testified in due 
time” (1 Tim. 2:6). 


self; handle Me, and see; for a spirit 
hath not flesh and bones, as ye see 
Me have” (Luke 24:39). 


4. The Return of Christ 


Christ will not come quietly and 
secretly, for . . . “every eye shall see 
Him, and they also who pierced Him; 
and all kindreds of the earth shall 
wail because of Him” (Rev. 1:7). 


5. Hell 


The Lord Jesus, who came to save 
the human race from the torments of 
hell, repeatedly speaks of them. Only 
Jehovah’s Witnesses and groups like 
them so misconstrue His words as to 
deny them. The Lord’s earnest warn- 
ings of hell are so clear that every- 
one who disregards them will be 
without excuse. 


6. The Atonement 


The Biblical doctrine of the atone- 
ment is the very heart of the Chris- 
tian faith. It is the doctrine of which 


Paul said: “But though we or an 
angel from heaven preach any other 
Gospel let him be accursed” 
(Gal. 1:8). 


Conclusion 


Though religious cults of many 
kinds continue to annoy the church, 
they do not take God’s people un- 
awares, for God Himself has fore- 
warned His people. Paul issued this 
warning for our days: “Now the Spirit 
speaketh expressly that in the latter 
times some shall depart from the 
faith, giving heed to seducing spirits 


and doctrines of devils, speaking lies 
in hypocrisy, having their conscience 
seared with a hot iron” (1 Tim. 4:1, 2). 
People who despise the grace of God 
in Christ Jesus are left with a trou- 
bled conscience and the fear of pun- 
ishment. Their guilty conscience 
drives them to look for some escape. 
They long for peace of some kind. The 
false teachings of Jehovah’s Witnesses 
and other cults sear their conscience, 


so that it loses its sense of feeling and 
no longer troubles them. It gives them 
some comfort to believe that there is 
another chance to improve one’s life 
in the millennium; that for the god- 
less, death ends all; that there is no 
hell. But they are deceiving them- 
selves. After death comes the Judg- 
ment and for all unbelievers eternal 
damnation — nothing less than hell! 
What a rude awakening that will be! 


The Big Crop 


he most important crop grown on 

the farms of our country is not 

the millions of bushels of corn or 
wheat or oats; not the litters of pigs, 
the herds of cattle, or the flocks of 
sheep. The most important crop 
grown on farms is children. 

The owner of a fertile, high-pro- 
ducing farm once visited a relative 
who lived in a cut-over region and 
noted the poor soil in the area. After 
praising the abundant harvests in his 
own state, the high-production farmer 
asked, “What do you raise here?” His 
relative’s simple reply was, “Boys!” 

The Christian farmer has a great 
responsibility in being a steward of 
his time, money, talents, opportuni- 
ties, and land. As a tenant of God he 
is responsible for maintaining the 

roductivity of the land for his own 

d for future generations. But he is 
o a steward of children. These 
ildren belong to God. He will one 
y ask for an accounting of them. 
The rural church is making a vital 
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contribution to the urban church. 
One half of the rural church member- 
ship eventually reaches the city 
church. On the average, one out of 
every two farm boys has to leave the 
farm and seek to earn his livelihood 
elsewhere. Migration to the city is 
an economic necessity for many rural 
people. Farms are becoming larger, 
and farmers fewer, for it is increas- 
ingly difficult to make a living with 
a small-size farm. 

The exodus of farm population to 
the city helps to make larger cities. 
Urban churches have a dependable 
source of membership growth in the 
big crop of boys and girls born and 
reared on the farm. The urban 
church should make them feel at 
home and seek to integrate them into 
the city congregation. 

Rural church members should not 
become discouraged when they lose 
fellow members because of this mi- 
gration. The folks who for this reason 
leave the farm for the city have not 
been lost to the kingdom of God. Be- 
cause rural churches play a vital role 
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in the development of God’s kingdom 
in urban areas, it is important to keep 
the rural church strong and to main- 
tain a strong system of Christian edu- 
cation so that rural children joining 
city congregations will be conse- 
crated, intelligent, well-indoctrinated 
members. 

Mission boards need to remember 
that rural parishes which do not 
show a large net growth in member- 
ship every year are not necessarily 
lacking in missionary zeal. 

American rural life, as it has been 
known, is changing. Modern mechan- 
ization is taking a toll among all 
the rural institutions, including the 
churches. But the land is still raising 
boys and girls. How we train them 
now can make a lot of difference 
later on. If rural America becomes 
pagan, urban America will follow. 

We have a big crop in the country. 
Let’s tend it well. There is no greater 
challenge for the rural church. 

L. W. Herpemann, Chairman 
Rural Life Commission 
Iowa District West 


Twelve congregations, each repre- 
sented by its pastor and a lay delegate, 
organized our Synod in May 1847. The 
place was First St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church in Chicago. The outstanding 
leader in this organization was Dr. C. F. 
W. Walther. We emphasize that the 
congregations were sovereign congrega- 
tions. It was especially Dr. Walther’s 
congregation that insisted on the in- 
clusion of a paragraph setting forth the 
sovereignty of the local congregation. 
In fact, this congregation would not join 
Synod unless this paragraph was in- 
corporated into the constitution of 
Synod. It was adopted. It is still a part 
(Article VIL) of our synodical Con- 
stitution. To this day, congregations 
govern their own affairs. 

The comments which the organiza- 
tion of such a church body called forth 
were far from complimentary, nor were 
they encouraging. Men spoke of that 
type of church government as “mob 
rule.” They predicted that such a 
church body would soon disintegrate 
and die. You must remember that at 
that time that kind of church govern- 
ment was unknown. 

Nevertheless these free, sovereign, 
local congregations organized a synod. 
They realized that there were duties 
which no congregation could perform 
alone. Dr. Walther, in his classic The 
Proper Form of a Lutheran Congrega- 
tion, says: “It is also incumbent upon 
the congregation to do its part in build- 
ing up and promoting the welfare of the 
church at large. Amos 6:6; Acts 11: 
Plier Samos bib 


“The Congregation Should...” 


In the last issue I directed your 
_ attention especially to the duty of the 
congregation to train pastors, teachers, 
and missionaries. In his book 
Dr. Walther mentions additional duties 
a congregation must perform: 

“The congregation should make 
provision that the Bread of Life be 
broken to such of its brethren in the 
faith as suffer spiritual want and should 
therefore support those who are per- 
forming this work of love, Acts 11: 
D2 

“The congregation should join in 
the work of bringing the Gospel to 
those who still sit in darkness and in 
the shadow of death, to the poor 
heathen and Jews, Matt. 28:18-20 
(‘Teach all nations’); 1 Peter 2:9; 
2 Cor LIinssicpy Actsi3:1-5. 

“The congregation should zealously 
engage in the work of Bible distribution, 
1 Dhess23'32,73 Col. 4:16) 1 Thess, 1:88 
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YOUR SYNOD 


THE PRESIDENT 


Scriptural Up-to-dateness 


Dr. Walther certainly was up to 
date, wasn’t he? It sounds as though 
he were addressing our congregations 
in the year 1956. There is every reason 
for this. Dr. Walther, the great Bible 
scholar was setting forth Bible truths. 
The Bible is always up to date and will 
remain up to date until the end of time. 
It is true that throughout the centuries 
men have attacked Holy Writ and, 
following human reason, have advanced 
claims which were the direct opposite of 
Scriptural teaching and hence branded 
the accounts of the Bible as out of date, 
old-fashioned, unreliable. But again and 


again, sometimes by more thorough 
study and research, sometimes as a 
result of excavations, Scripture tri- 


umphed, and reason was defeated. 
Let us note well that the quotations 


from Dr. Walther are all directed at 
the congregation: “The congregation 
should. . . .” He does not say, Synod 


should, but the congregation should. 
Also that is Scriptural. St. Paul ad- 
dressed the churches, or the local con- 
gregations, in Rome, in Corinth, in 
Galatia, in Thessalonica, and others. 
St. John in Revelation addressed the 
seven churches, or local congregations. 
What an important lesson for us today! 

Congregations should concern them- 
selves with Kingdom work, not merely 
within the confines of the local congre- 
gation, but throughout our country, 
yes, throughout the world. The Savior’s 
great commission: “Go ye into all the 
world and preach the Gospel to every 
creature,” applies. It matters not where 
the congregation is located, nor how 
large or small it is, it should give earnest 
and serious thought to this important 
duty and obligation, yes, glorious 
privilege. Sometimes you hear people 
say, “Oh, let Synod do this.” or “Synod 
should do something about this.” With 
these remarks and with perhaps a shrug 
of the shoulder, these people want to 
brush aside every responsibility. 


Congregation-Synod Relationship 


Surely I do not want to say that our 
Synod as an organization should do 
nothing. If that were the case, it might 
as well fold up altogether. It would 
have no right to exist. But let me ask, 
“Who is Synod?” Surely not the group 
of workers at 210 North Broadway in 
St. Louis. At best these workers are 
merely servants of Synod. You are 
Synod, your congregation and other 
congregations are’ Synod. 

Dr. Walther and his contemporaries 
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and the congregations of that da 
realized that the important work whic 
Jesus has assigned to the congregation 
—namely, the training of pastors 
and missionaries; the preaching of th 
Gospel throughout the world; the prin 
ing of Christian books and literatur 
the distribution of Bibles, etc. — is s 
great and so far-reaching that no con 
gregation could do this alone. Henc 
they wanted to unite with other congre 
gations and jointly carry out the Savior’ 
assignment. They did this in 1847. Tha 
is what Synod is: a going together o 
congregations. 

Synod may be called a chain o 
congregations. Synod is only as stron 
as its congregations are strong, strong i 
Biblical doctrine, strong in Scriptura 
practice, strong in fervent prayer, strong 
in consecrated interest in missions anc 
other endeavors. Synod can do only 
what its congregations enable it to do 
It has no power except that of its con- 
gregations. Synod must depend on it: 
congregations. However, we must alsc 
say that our congregations need Synod 
If we had no Synod, we would feel the 
need of organizing one. Only by work. 
ing jointly can congregations carry or 
their work effectively and successfully 


Congregations Must: Be Informed 


If all this is true — and isn’t it true‘ 
— let me ask: How much do you, you 
congregation, all the members of you 
congregation know about the work 
which you are doing through Synod’ 
How often do you hear your pasto 
preach about it? How much do you 
discuss it in the voters’ assembly, ir 
your Sunday school, in your men’ 
club (L.L.L.), in your women’s or. 
ganization (L.W.M.L.), in you 
young people’s organization (W. L.), o: 
in any other auxiliary group? Do yot 
ever speak about it in your family circl 
or in the circle of your friends? 

There is a woeful lack of informa: 
tion in our congregations about Synoc 
and the great and blessed work whicl 
congregations do through Synod. Tha 
is why I write as I do. That is why a 
present we are emphasizing the “Ven 
ture of Faith.” That is why we ar 
urging everyone, yes, everyone in ow 
congregations to see The Unfinishec 
Task, That is why we plead with every 
pastor, every teacher, every Sunday 
school teacher, every congregation 
every member, every society within thi 
congregation to pray for, to speak for 
to work for, and to give for Synod’s 
yes, for your Venture of Faith. 


JoHN W. BEHNKEN 


p 


The Pualter 
W) 


We Must Bare Our Souls 


Psalm 19:12: “Who can under- 
fand his errors? Cleanse Thou me 
rom secret faults.” 


' 

)sychology is an absorbing study. 
- The word itself really means “the 
tudy of the soul.” By means of this 
sience, men have sought to analyze 
he workings of the human mind. 

Psychology, however, does not 
old the complete and final answer to 
ll the problems of the inner life. 
sychology must be guided and sanc- 
fied by a higher, surer science: 
1eology. Thus, the Psalmist could 
ot turn to the psychologist for an 
nswer to his tormented question: 
Who can understand his errors?” 
hat answer can be supplied alone 
y the sure, unerring Word of God. 

And the answer that the divine 
Vord gives is simply: “No one.” Sin 
as so pervaded our life, so corrupted 
ur emotions, so distorted our sense 
f values, that no man can truly and 
illy comprehend the extent of his 
nfulness nor the exact nature of each 
rror that he commits. This fact 
ecomes all the more appalling as 
‘e realize that so many of our faults 
re sins of omission, of sheer neglect, 
f our inability to understand the 
sope and the demand of God’s Law. 

Thus, with the Psalmist we must 
ry: “Who can understand his errors?” 
he question really supplies its own 
nswer: “Not I, O Lord!” 

Our only recourse, then, is to place 
ur trust in the Psalmist’s Lord and 
urs — a Lord who is ever more 
~ady to forgive than we are to pray, 
Lord who knows us better than we 
now ourselves, a Lord who bore all 
ur sins, known and unknown. 

And to that Lord we can also 
ray: “Cleanse Thou me from secret 
iults!” If we could expect forgive- 
ess only for those sins that we can 
scall, then despair would be our lot. 

But the Savior atoned as well for 
ur secret faults —the sins that are 
nown alone to Him and to us, and 
erhaps not even to us. 

_ It may seem easy for us to abstain 
om gross and violent sins. It seems 
ost unlikely that murder, adultery, 
nd robbery shall ever be laid to our 
large. But the secret-sins — ah, they 
just as real and just as damning in 
eyes of a holy God. For these 
S, too, we need the cleansing blood. 


Tuomas COATES 
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And Gesu Said 


“And this is life eternal that they 
might know Thee, the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ, whom Thou hast 
sent.” JOHN 17:3. 


\\ / ith solemn awe we approach 
these words taken from the 


high-priestly prayer of Jesus, chapter 
17 of John’s Gospel, spoken a short 
time before He as the Lamb of God 
which taketh away the sin of the world 
was immersed in deepest woe. While 
He prays, He instructs too and dis- 
penses heavenly wisdom. He dwells on 
the profoundest truths which can 
engage our mind. From the context it 
is evident that the people to whom He 
refers are His disciples, His followers. 
The subject of which He speaks here, 
the gift which every human being has 
to have if he is not to be everlastingly 
unhappy, is eternal life. 

This eternal life is referred to as 
something which is our possession not 
merely after our soul has winged its 
flight into eternity, but which belongs 
to the believer in Christ even while he 
is still in the body, enduring afflictions, 
resisting temptation, and walking the 
narrow way to heaven. 

This eternal life, says Jesus, con- 
sists in knowledge, in knowing the 
true God and Jesus Christ, whom He 
has sent. It seems to be easy. Every- 
body, so one is inclined to think, can 
learn the truths pertaining to God and 
Christ as printed in a catechism and 
recite them when requested to do so. 
In reality it is so difficult to know God 
and Christ that most people do not 
obtain this high possession. Read 
Matthew 7:14. This knowledge of 
God and of Jesus Christ is not solely 
a matter of the head, mere informa- 
tion that one acquires by learning 
things by heart; it is above everything 
else a matter of the heart, which 
means that one receives God and the 
Savior into one’s inmost being, puts 
one’s trust in Him, loves Him dearly, 
and makes Him the highest possession. 

One cannot know God unless one 
has thus been united with Him in true 
faith. We have a difference here some- 
what akin to merely reading about a 
mother’s love and actually experienc- 
ing it. This knowledge has to be given 
us from above. Even this very moment 
the Spirit of God offers it to us, urging 


‘that we accept God and Jesus Christ, 


who reveals the Father and Himself as 
our Lord and Savior. This is true 
saving wisdom. 


WILLIAM F. ARNDT 
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Words of Life 
> 


“In those days came John the 
Baptist preaching in the wilderness.” 
Matt. 3:1. 


A the Evangelists know John the 
Baptist as the voice crying “in the 
wilderness”; and Jesus Himself marked 
the wilderness as the peculiar scene of 
John’s ministry. Evidently there is 
significance in the fact that John did 
his work in unpeopled regions. John 
called to repentance; he called upon 
men to turn — in wholehearted aver- 
sion from evil, with complete assent 
to God’s judgment on their sin, in 
total trust and obedience — to the 
God who was drawing near to His 
people in mercy and in judgment, with 
Spirit and with fire. He demanded of 
men a complete and radical break, not 
only with their past sin but also with 
their former partial, piecemeal, and 
perverted piety. 

And so John, son of a priest, did 
not go to Jerusalem and the Temple 
nor to the synagog; rather, he sum- 
moned men away from all the placid 
habits of their piety, to stand before 
their God in the wilderness, with 
nothing to hide their sins from them- 
selves and from God’s eye and nothing 
to impede the progress of His mercy. 
The new people of God, heirs of the 
promises, was to come into being by 
way of a radical break with the old. 

But “wilderness” suggested more 
than only this. “Wilderness” recalled 
the early days of Israel’s history, that 
time when the Lord had been uniquely 
close to His people, manifestly 
gracious to them despite their mur- 
murings. “When Israel was a child,” 
the Lord said, “then I loved him and 
called My son out of Egypt. ... I drew 
them with the cords of a man, with 
bands of love” (Hos. 11:1, 4). “I did 
know thee in the wilderness” (13:5). 
And so the prophets foretold the ulti- 
mate deliverance in terms of the 
wilderness days (Is. 43:19, 20; 40). 
Hosea, who pictures Israel as the un- 
faithful wife of the Lord, speaks 
wondrously of her restoration in 
wilderness language: “I will allure her 
and bring her into the wilderness and 
speak comfortably unto her. . . and 
she shall sing there, as in the days of 
her youth” (Hos. 2:14, 15). The Bap- 
tist’s cry, “The kingdom of heaven. ts 
at hand — God, your King, is drawing 
near in these last days to redeem and 
restore you,” resounded first in the 
wilderness. 

MARTIN H. FRANZMANN 


EDITORIALS 


Counterfeit Golgotha 


The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ is the story of 
God’s love to man. This story comes to a climax in a lovely 
garden and on a hill outside a city’s gates. 

The so-called social gospel, as it is preached in some 
churches today, is essentially the story of man’s love for 


man, as manifested. in his contribution to the material. 


welfare of the world. The real significance of Golgotha is 
bypassed — the redemption of sinful man through the 
crucifixion and death of our Savior. A gospel without these 
eternal values is very much like the Communist gospel. 
Preachers who proclaim such a gospel lead their followers 
to a counterfeit Golgotha, the Golgotha of martyrdom, not 
the Golgotha of sacrifice. Such preaching plays into the 
hands of the Communists, who are bent on destroying 
Christianity. To the masters in the Kremlin true Chris- 
tianity with its faith in Golgotha is the Spice obstruction 
in their march to world conquest. 

As we listen again, in this Lenten season, to the story 
of the true Golgotha, let us become and remain dynamic 
witnesses to the real significance of Golgotha: the redemp- 
tion of sinful man through the crucifixion and death of our 
Savior, Jesus Christ. 


Religious “Spectaculars” 


Newspapers and periodicals are opening wide their pub- 
lications to churches. Every day brings news of religious 
“spectaculars”: an around-the-clock prayer campaign, a 
Bible-reading marathon, a year-long chain of prayer, a 
winner in the Bible category of a TV quiz show, a day-and- 
night prayer vigil, a Gospel treasure hunt with big cash 
awards, and many others. 

But what did Jesus say about “sounding a trumpet be- 
fore thee”? About people who love to pray standing “in 
_ the corners of the streets”? He expects His followers to be 
so dedicated to Him that the light of their Christianity will 
shine wherever they are — without going into production 
for a religious extravaganza. 

‘Christians kindle their lights in the darkness that 
shrouded the cross at Calvary; their shining will reflect the 
humility and self-sacrifice of the suffering Savior. This is 
the only kind of light that will penetrate the darkness of 
the human mind and heart. 


Finding Fault 


When a course of events or a situation is not in keeping 
with our likes and desires, we tend to grumble and find 
fault with those about us. We are often too ready to point 
the finger of blame at others. 

Such a reaction is rarely of any value. Usually the 
people whom we blame know nothing of our frame of mind 
and cannot correct their ways if they are wrong. Further- 
more, by our faultfinding or grumbling we make ourselves 
more unhappy and less able to carry on our work. Grum- 
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bling and the spirit of finding fault are in many instance 
simply ways of trying to excuse ourselves or of divertin 
attention from our failures and shortcomings. 

In any situation not to his liking the Christian has th 
responsibility of seeking to correct what is wrong. Thz 
demands that he examine first himself and his own actior 
to determine whether he is partially at fault or is seekin 
to cover up his own ways. This responsibility demands thé 
he propose a plan of action that will help to improve th 
condition. In a few instances that plan of action may enta 
speaking to another in love about his mistakes. The Chris 
tian does not waste his time in grumbling and finding faul 
He uses his energy in constructive action, beginning wit 
himself. 


Rejoice! 


We members of our Lutheran Church — Missouri Syno 
have grown in the grace of giving. We gave 12% more fc 
the Lord’s missionary cause through Synod in 1955 tha 
in the previous year. Synod received $8,200,000 from v 
last year. Add to this about $5,000,000 for District mis 
sions, $4,800,000 for the “Building for Christ” offerin; 
$404,000 for the spiritual care of our members in th 
Armed Services, and at least $5,000,000 more for Distric 
projects, organizations, and agencies within Synod and it 
32 Districts —and then stop and reflect a few moment 
We have grown in the grace of giving. 

Did I say, “We”? That’s right! First of all, “we” in 
cludes God. Giving is a grace bestowed by the Holy Spiri 
God gave us the increase in 1955. May He ever keep vu 
from giving undue credit to methods. They have a plac 
But what are they without Him—no matter how muc 
is given! Lord, “keep us from sinking beneath the floo 
of methods. Lift up our heads above the quicksands ¢ 
mechanics.” (Albert P. Stauderman. ) 

“We,” and we say it humbly, includes all of our conse 
crated leaders, both laymen and pastors, in our District: 
circuits, and, congregations. Theirs was a labor of love. 

“We” —and let us not forget it— includes, above al 
the 1,300,000 communicant members of our church. The 
love God above gold. Many of them brought sacrifice 
which reaped the blessing of Him who gave His all. 

How can we say this, knowing that our church did n« 
reach its goal but rather fell short about $750,000 (finz 
figures not available) of even meeting expenses? We a1 
confident that our people, when fully informed, will n« 
permit the Lord’s cause through Synod to suffer. Eve 
though Christ’s cause through Synod calls for $12,900,00 
this year? Yes, even though that is the case. And why d 
we say this? Because our people are Christians. As simp] 
as that? Yes, as simple as that. 

But that takes faith! True, but our people have em 
barked on a great “Venture of Faith” this year. “Accord 
ing to thy faith, so be it unto thee.” } 

JoHN E. HERRMANN 
Stewardship Counselor of Synod 
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OOSE LEAVES 


If the Shoe Fits 


The church board was urging the new minister to be 
ctful in his preaching. “Don’t say much about drunken- 
ess,” said one. “Our largest contributor likes to go off on 

m occasional spree.” “Don’t say anything about graft,” 
idvised another. “Two of our prominent members are 
widermen.” “Lay off divorce,” said a third. “Our soprano 
loist is a ‘grass widow.’ ” 
_ “What shall I preach about?” asked the new pastor. 
[There was a perplexed silence, broken at last by a board 
nember with a bright idea. “Pitch into the Mormons!” 
aid he, “there isn’t one in town.” 
_ St. Paul gave Timothy better direction: “I charge thee 
herefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall 
udge the quick and the dead at His appearing and His 
cingdom, PREACH THE WORD; be instant in season, out 
if season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long-suffering 
ind doctrine.” 2 Tim. 4:1, 2. 
_ The purpose of preaching is to reveal the will of God 
ind apply it to the circumstances and conditions of the 
learers. Let us pray for pastors who will not be swayed 
n that purpose, and let us support them in the difficult 
ask of carrying out this purpose.— Trinity Messenger, 
3loomington, I]. Quoted in Central Illinois District Edition 
ff the WITNESS. 


Child-Starvation 


Rich Mrs. Fairchild loved to entertain lavishly. For 
ler own family, too, she set a lovely table. Imagine her 
urprise when the doctor said her children suffered from 
nalnutrition. 

Well, Mrs. Fairchild wrote the doctor a nasty note and 
juit him. What a fool he was! Her children ate all they 
vanted, even between meals. Of all the nerve! .. . 
t was true. The children were getting food, but not the 
ight kinds of food. And many, many children are starv- 
ng that way. 

But worst of all is spiritual starvation! Few children 
and we may include adults) have enough of the Word 
£ God in their homes for their spiritual life. Their mag- 
zines, their comic books, their reading is limited to this 
arth. They are seldom led to think of what GOD means 
n their lives. You wouldn’t starve your child spiritually, 
vould you? 

Regular Bible reading and Bible study helps guard 
rour child and you against spiritual starvation. Bring the 
hildren to Sunday school while you attend the Bible class. 
Attend the church services together. Study the Word of 
x0d with them during the week. Don’t starve your child! 


Montana Lutheran Witness District Edition 


Think It Over 


God made the sun — it gives. 
God made the moon —it gives. 
God made the stars — they give. 
God made the air — it gives. 
God made the clouds — they give. 
God made the earth —it gives. 
God made the sea —it gives. 
| God made the trees — they give. 
| God made the flowers — they give. 
. God made the fowls — they give. 
; ’ God made the beasts — they give. 
. God made the PLAN — He gives. 
God made man—he...? 


Selected 


EBRUARY 28, 1956 


But 


- 
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Whats the Answer? 


Question: Do we Lutherans have to join worldly organiza- 
tions to get members for our church or join the organizations 
so as to teach them religion? 


Answer: Not at all. If a Christian desires to 
affiliate with an organization, he should investigate 
it carefully before he joins, lest perchance he be 
partaker of the evil practices of such an organization. 
But to join even an unobjectionable organization in 
order to gain members for the church or to teach 
religion there, is the wrong approach. Normally such 
procedure would not even be welcome, and, if tol- 
erated, the results would be negligible. It would be 
far better for all members to throw their support to 
the work of the church, to do personal missionary 
work, and to bear Christian witness directly. Nat- 
urally, if a Christian is invited by any group to bear 
witness to his faith and explain the doctrine of his 
church, he should accept the invitation, provided he 
is capable and if it is not against his conscience. 


Question: What is the position of our church with regard 
to a non-Lutheran couple who would like to be married 
in a Missouri Synod Church? 


Answer: That is a matter for each congregation 
to decide. If a pastor feels that he may with a good 
conscience officiate at the marriage of such a couple, 
there is no Scriptural reason why the wedding could 
not take place in the church as well as in the par- 
sonage, If, however, it becomes apparent that the 
couple is irreligious, a Christian pastor might ask 
himself in all seriousness whether he ought to grant 
a Christian ceremony to people who are opposed to 
Christianity. To use the Christian marriage ritual 
with prayers and blessing for irreligious people would 
make a hollow-sounding ceremony indeed, but if 
the couple professes Christianity and agrees to live 
according to the Christian principles of marriage, the 
pastor need not hesitate to perform the marriage, 
even in the church, if the congregation agrees. 


Question: In a previous issue you stated that a Lutheran 
girl cannot belong to the Job's Daughters. | agree, but 
how can a boy belong to the Boy Scouts? To me both are 
in the same category. 


Answer: There is a big difference between these 
organizations. The Job’s Daughters are an _oath- 
bound lodge under the jurisdiction of the Masonic 
order. As far as the Boy Scouts are concerned, our 
Synod has never sanctioned the membership of our 
boys in non-Lutheran or sectarian troops, but only in 
those which are completely under the control of our 
congregations (Synodical Proceedings 1938, p. 341). 
If, as you write, there are instances in which Lu- 
theran boys belong to a mixed group which meets 
in a Roman Catholic church under. the leadership 
of a priest, that is a violation both of the letter and 
of the spirit of Synod’s resolution. Every synodical 
convention since 1938 has reaffirmed this position. 

0. ELS. 


These two Bedouins and their camel freed the Volkswagen 
when it floundered in deep sand 


Mount Sinai Today 


ituated between Egypt and Arabia 
and cradled in the northern arms 
of the Red Sea is the Sinai Penin- 
sula. This triangular shaped expanse 
of desolation and waste served as the 
stage for Israel’s 40 years of wander- 
ing. Unseen by most people, but hav- 
ing fired the imagination of many, is 
Mount Sinai in the southern third of 
the peninsula. 

To enter this area, which today is 
an Egyptian military zone, travelers 
must obtain permission from the 
Border Police in Cairo, Egypt. Last 
summer, Paul Maier, Arthur Preis- 
inger, and Fritz Pfotenhauer, from 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, and 
I traveled in the land of the Exodus. 
From Suez, a town lying on the 
northern tip of the Red Sea (Gulf of 
Suez), we crossed the Suez Canal on 
a cable-guided ferryboat, and we 
drove south, staying within a few 
-miles of the sea and following the 
approximate route of Moses. 

After a refreshing swim in the 
Red Sea, we looked for the side road 
which would lead us to Mount Sinai. 
Because of inadequate maps we 
turned off too soon. What we thought 
was a road disintegrated into a desert 
trail leading to a wadi, a dry river 
bed. Our German Volkswagen floun- 
dered in the treacherous sand. Fortu- 
nately for us, two Bedouins, nomads 
of the Near East who live an inde- 
pendent life, offered to pull us free 
with the aid of their strong camel. 

At last we found the road to Sinai. 
Perhaps the worst road in the world, 
it was constructed by clearing the 
larger rocks out of the way, and 
making a single lane with small piles 
of rocks a few yards apart. 

Entering the Wilderness of Sin, 
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By TOM PFOTENHAUER 


Student, Concordia Theological Seminary, Springfield, III. 


we saw an ocean of sand covered 
with stones, rocks, and occasional 
desert plants. The 120-degree heat 
was oppressive and the desolation of 
the wilderness alarming. Such ex- 
pressions in the Book of Exodus as 
“the sun waxed hot” and “ye have 
brought us forth into this wilderness 
to kill this whole assembly with 
hunger” took on a new meaning. 

The journey continued through 
narrow valleys with precipitous 
mountains rising abruptly from the 
desert floor. Their fantastic colors 
met our eyes — the yellows, oranges, 
purples of the jagged peaks, contrast- 
ing with the deep blue of the sky. 
Perhaps through these very valleys 
the Children of Israel had marched 
in a narrow serpentine column. 


Mount Sinai 


Toward late afternoon we were 
thrilled by the sight of what most 
scholars believe to be Mount Sinai. 
It stood before us, a barren wall of 
reddish-brown granite rising 2,000 
feet above the desert floor. With 
imposing grandeur this noble height 
dominates the broad plain of the 
Wilderness of Sinai lying at its feet. 
This plain, covering more than «a 
square mile, was the site of the 
encampment of dsrael. 

Israel camped on the northwestern 
side of Mount Sinai. On the north- 
eastern base of the two-mile-long 
mountain is the Monastery of Saint 
Catherine, dating from the sixth cen- 
tury A.D. Just outside the monas- 
tery’s fortlike walls (built for protec- 
tion against attacks from marauding 
Arabs), two black-robed, full-bearded 
monks, with uncut hair knotted in the 
back like a woman’s, welcomed us. 
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The Monastery of St. Catherine at the foot of Mount Sinai is the plac 
Konstantin von Tischendorf discovered the Bible manuscript Codex § 
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Sitting at the entrance, with a doubl 
barreled shotgun resting across h 
knees, was an enormous monk. Severd 
ill-clad Bedouins were standing be 
side him. (The monks have employe 
the Bedouins for many years. As fal 
as we could determine, no effort i 
made by the 12 monks who live ther 
today to convert the Bedouins.) Insid 
we were led past the room where 
in 1844, the German Bible schola 
Tischendorf discovered ‘in a waste 
basket valuable leaves of an old Bible 
later known as the Codex Sinaiticus 
which, not realizing their value 
monks were burning in an oven. 

Weary from our travels, we re 
tired early and slept on the oper 
baleony of the monastery. The nex 
morning at 3 A.M. our host monk 
awakened us. In the outer court 
yard our thin native guide was 
waiting, and within minutes we were 
climbing up the trail which woulc 
take us to the top of Mount Sinai 
Along the way we passed the streams 
where, according to tradition, Moses 
watered the flocks of Jethro. 

The. cool, early-morning air made 
climbing a pleasure, and, as we 
reached the summit of the mount, the 
sun was just beginning its journey 
through the sky. The majesty and 
grandeur of the dawn and the sur- 
rounding mountainside inspired feel- 
ings of deepest awe. Our imaginations 
soon filled the entire mountain with 
lightning, thunder, and smoke. This. 
we felt, was the place where God had 
given the Law to Moses. Nearby 
stood the small, stone Chapel of the 
Holy Trinity, a fitting reminder of our 
Savior, who is the “End of the Law 
for righteousness to everyone tha 
believeth.” 


U. S. COAST GUARD PHOTO 


PT. RAYMOND C. HOHENSTEIN (Missouri Synod), CHC, USN, U.S. Coast Guard Academy 
aplain, is shown conducting divine services at sea on the USCGC Eagle, last summer, while 
cadets of the class of 1957 and 1959 were on a cruise to Bermuda 


Synod’s Board of Directors, 
2eting in St. Louis, February 2—3, 
scussed at length the cash deficit 
about $750,000 incurred in 1955, 
. M. F. Kretzmann, Secretary, re- 
rted to the Witngss. “Although we 
ve no funds that can be used to 
uidate this real debt,” he said, “it 
is felt that our members, once they 
> the situation clearly, will adjust 
sir contributions so that the debt 
ll be wiped out and the increased 
eds of the kingdom will be taken 
re of in 1956. The important factor 
ll be the sustained support of our 
+ organizations on the synodical, 
strict, and congregational levels.” 
ee the editorial by Rev. John E. 
rrmann, Synod’s Stewardship 
uunselor, page 8.) 

Representatives of the Lutheran 
rymen’s League, the Lutheran 
omen’s Missionary League, and the 
alther League met with Synod’s 
rectors to chart plans for motivating 
e laity’s sustained interest in the 
odical program. 

In the past three months Synod 
ived, Treasurer W. H. Schlueter 
yorted, bequests amounting to 
321.43 and a legacy of $45,000. 
se and Ford Foundation grants of 
300 for the River Forest Teach- 
College and $92,600 for Seward 
e gratefully acknowledged. 


BRUARY 28, 1956 


Because the Senior College will 
not open until 1957, junior college 
graduates of 1956 will enroll in Con- 
cordia Seminary, St. Louis, and Con- 
cordia College, Fort Wayne, will 
remain open for another year. 

In view of Synod’s rapid growth 
and expansion, the Board voted to 
establish a Research Commission on 
Economy and Efficiency, which will 
initiate its study as soon as the 
directors have defined the commis- 
sion’s duties. 

The possibilities of beginning mis- 
sionary work in Italy will be “care- 
fully explored before any definite 
steps are taken.” 


A rose garden of 500 bushes sur- 
rounds Faith Lutheran Church, 
Tujunga, Calif., where Rev. Robert 
Mittelstaedt is pastor. He is also 
editor of the Southern California 
District Edition of the WrITNEss. 

The roses, including old Spanish, 
hybrid, and other rare varieties, al- 
most encircle the parsonage. 


Miss Nora Mitchell, senior mis-’ 


tress of the Riseley Avenue County 
Secondary School, Tottenham, Eng- 
land, from 1935 to 1956, was commis- 
sioned January 29 in Luther-Tyndale 
Church, London, as a teacher for the 
faculty of Concordia High School, 
Vadakangulam, India. Since 1943 she 
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taught at the Riseley School, with the 
exception of one year, when the 
Committee for the Interchange of 
Teachers sent her to Galveston, Tex. 
After graduation from the Avery Hill 
Training School, 1942, she taught 
geography, social studies, physical 
education, English, arithmetic, Scrip- 
ture, and music. 

At Luther-Tyndale Church she 
was president of the Missionary So- 
ciety, a member of the choir, and 
Sunday school superintendent. On 
February 2 she left England for India. 

Her pastor, Rev. N. E. Nagel, upon 
authority of Synod’s Board for For- 
eign Missions, commissioned her. 
The son of a missionary from New 
Zealand, Pastor Nagel was born in 
China, where his father served the 
Missouri Synod from 1922 to 1927. 
Assisting at the commissioning were 
Canadian-born Rev. FE. George 
Pearce, chairman of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of England; Au- 
stralian Rev. W. P. Borgas, pastor of 
the mission in Borehamwood; and 


American Rev. A. Rakow of Saint 
Andrew’s Church, Ruislip. 


aHOTS One 
Commissioning in London of Miss Nora Mitchell 
(kneeling) as teacher for Indian mission school. 
L. to r.: Revs. A. Rakow, N. E. Nagel, E. George 
Pearce, W. P. Borgas. 
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Dr. Otto P. Kretzmann, president 
of Valparaiso University since 1940, 
was named president of the Lutheran 
Educational Conference at its 42d 
annual meeting in St. Louis. The con- 
ference, which he heads for the third 
time, comprises 19 theological semi- 
naries, 28 four-year colleges, six 
junior colleges, and five boards of 
education and agencies, representing 
nine Lutheran church bodies. Its 
sessions were held in conjunction 
with the annual meeting of the Asso- 
ciation of American Colleges. 


BORDANARO & ZARCONE 


A BRAILLE BIBLE, gift of the children of Saint 


Peter’s Lutheran Sunday School, San Leandro, 
Calif., was presented by the superintendent, 
N. Lane (left), to Mrs. Charles Hawkins, who 
has been blind since birth. She and her hus- 
band (center), teacher of mechanical drawing, 
wrestling instructor, and student counselor in 
the local high school, joined the church in April 
1954. The pastor, Rev. Herman C. Theiss, is 
at the right. Mr. and Mrs. Hawkins ore the 
parents of three children. 


Dr. Oswald C. J. Hoffmann, Syn- 
od’s Director of Public Relations, and 
Dr. Henry Endress, director of stew- 
ardship of the United Lutheran 
Church in America, received distin- 
guished service citations at a dinner 
of the Lutheran Society in New York 
for outstanding contributions “in the 
production of the Martin Luther film, 
a joint project of all Lutheran bodies, 
which has been phenomenally suc- 
cessful both in the number of show- 
ings and the size as well as the variety 
of religious, racial, and social back- 
grounds of those viewing the film.” 

Both Dr. Hoffmann and Dr. En- 
dress were representatives of Lu- 
theran Church Productions,  Inc., 
sponsors of the film, during the loca- 
tion shooting in Germany. Dr. Hoff- 
mann has been secretary of the cor- 
poration since 1951. 

Dr. Roland Bainton, author of 
the popular Luther biography Here 
I Stand and professor at Yale Divinity 
School, was the main speaker at the 
dinner. He called the Luther film 
“a supreme artistic achievement, com- 
bining the internal history of the soul 
with the external history of a life.” 
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EDITORS OF “LUTHERAN WITNESS”’’ DISTRICT EDITIONS met at Concordia Publishing Ho 
January 31—February 3, to evaluate and improve their work. 


Outer circle, beginning from left front: R. L. Geffert, Northern Illinois; W. H. Ilten, 


lowa East; H. Bielenbe 


Eastern; M. H. Juengel, Montano; W. H. Mundinger, North Dakota; C. M. Zorn, Atlantic; R. P. Sieving, So 


eastern; P. W. Czamanske, Western; M. W. Mueller; 
E. E. Foelber; R. L. Dittman, Southern; 


. F. Blankenbuehler; 
R. S. Kerekes, Oklahoma; H 


©. A. Dorn; Harriet E. Schwe 
P. Westmeyer, North Wisconsin; G. 


Schmidt, Southern Illinois; C. J. Stapf, South Dakota; R. A. Jank, Southern Nebraska; R. M. Visser, Califor 


and Nevada; E. B. Allwardt, Central. 


Inner circle, from left front: L. H. Deffner, Kansas; 
mert, Texas; R. Mittelstaedt, Southern California. 


R. L. Sommer, English; E. W. Jobst, Colorado; F. R. La 
From right front: D. E. Weiss, lowa West; E. J. Otto, Cen 


Illinois; A. Bernthal, Florida-Georgia; E. A. Maier, Northwest. 
Not present: W. Lochner, South Wisconsin; L. E. Wentzlaff, Ontario. 


Three Missouri Synod Lutherans 
are on the executive board of the 
St. Louis Chapter of the American 
Institute of Architects for 1956: The 
president, Rex L. Becker of Froese, 
Maack & Becker, is a member of the 
Village Church, Ladue, Mo., and the 
son of Louis H. Becker, who is prin- 
cipal of Mount Calvary School, Saint 
Louis. Lester O. Roth, treasurer, be- 
longs to the Glendale Congregation, 
Glendale, Mo. Gerhardt Kramer, 
director, is the son of Rev. G. M. 
Kramer of New Orleans, and wor- 
ships at Concordia Church, Kirk- 
wood, Mo. 

A past president of the Missouri 
State Association of Registered 
Architects, Mr. Becker includes 
among the more important archi- 
tectural work of Froese, Maack 
& Becker the $4,000,000 St. Louis 
Lutheran Hospital; the $400,000 re- 
modeling of the Lutheran Building, 
St. Louis; the $325,000 Concordia Lu- 
theran Church of Kirkwood; and the 
$381,000 Concordia Lutheran Church 
of Maplewood, Mo. 


Lutheran Television Associates 
and the National Broadcasting Com- 
pany will telecast in color a series of 
six live hour-long dramas over nearly 
170 stations as part of the network's 
“Matinee Theater.” 

Recently named by Motion Pictine 
Daily as the biggest daytime tele- 
vision program, “Matinee Theater” 
welcomes the opportunity to present 
“the dramatic resolution, based on 
religious principles, of problems we 
must face in everyday life,” said 
Davidson Taylor, NBC vice-president 
in charge of public affairs. 

Lutheran Television Associates 
will underwrite costs of the six 
scripts, expenses of a script writer, 
and funds for promotion of what 
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Taylor calls “an unusually exciti 
experiment.” 

The LTVA was organized a ye 
ago by representatives of the Unit 
Lutheran Church in America, t 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, t 
American Lutheran Church, and t 
Augustana Lutheran Church. T 
association’s purpose is to demo 
strate through television that “t 
Christian Church and its message 
relevant to modern life in the ho 
that the viewers will be made it 
creasingly receptive to its ministr 


Mrs. Ludwig Fuerbringer of Sai 
Louis, widow of the former preside 
of Concordia Seminary and moth 
of Dr. A. O. Fuerbringer, the curre 
president, was baptized in Ne 


_Jerusalem Church, Tranquebar, Ind 


(see Witness, January 31, p. 10 
August 5, 1875, and given the name 
Anna Luise Zucker. Her matern 
grandmother held Anna Luise at tk 
Baptism. 

Her father, Rev. Friedrich Zucke 
and her grandfather, Rev. Carl Fried 
rich Kremmer, missionaries from t 
Leipzig Mission, were serving in Ind 
when she was born, July 28, 1875. H 
father taught in a school for Indie 
boys at Tranquebar and later beca 
professor of Greek at Concordia Co 
lege, Fort Wayne, Ind. 

Mrs. Fuerbringer’s daughter Ir 
gard is the wife of Rev.-Robert Zor 
Synod’s missionary at Nagercoil. F. 
five generations a member of h 
family has lived in India. 


Correction: Our Savior Lutheré 
Church (Dr. B. von Schenk, pastor’ 
which recently dedicated the first Lu 
theran high school in the Atlant 
District, is located in the Bronx, Ne 
York City, N. Y., not in Hoboke 
N.J., as the Witness misstated ¢ 
page 12 of the February 14 issue. © 
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| Beirut, one in Damascus, and three in Katana. 


J STUDIO ADONIS 
4ROUGH LUTHERAN HOUR BROADCASTS IN THE MIDDLE EAST, 29 PERSONS WERE BAPTIZED 
; the eastern Mediterranean countries. Rev. Herbert Kern, pastor of Calvary Lutheran Church, 
ast Meadow, N. Y., who was touring Europe and Palestine last November, baptized 21 Arabs 


The picture shows a group of Arabs whom 


aril F. Agerstrand, manager of the Lutheran Hour branch office in Beirut, Lebanon, instructed. 
n a@ previous occasion, 17 Arabs had been baptized by Missouri Synod pastors who were 
embers of the Lutheran Laymen’s League tour in the Holy Land. Back row, third from left to 
ght: Mrs. Agerstrand, Fad (co-worker of the manager), Mr. Agerstrand, and Pastor Kern. 


Enrollment in Synod’s_ educa- 
onal institutions for the current 
ear has increased 6.6% over 1954, 
ev. Walter F. Wolbrecht, Secretary 
f the Board for-Higher Education, 
nnounced. 

Preparatory schools have regis- 
red 2,260. Teacher trainees num- 
er 1,208. Theological students at 
pringfield and St. Louis total 1,174. 
he teachers colleges at Seward and 
iver Forest, with rises of 17%, show 
1e largest percentage increase. 

“With the exception of several of 
1e schools, we have reached the 
pper limits of dormitory capacity. 
.. If what our current growth 
udies indicate proves true, we shall 
ave to expand present capacities and 
xplore the possibility of additional 
ampuses,” Secretary Wolbrecht said. 


Application by the Evangelical 
utheran Church of Silesia in 
zechoslovakia for membership in the 
utheran World Federation was ap- 
roved by the LWF’s executive com- 
littee in a January meeting at Mad- 
is, India. With a membership of 
),843 in 19 congregations, the Czech 
hurch of the Augsburg Confession is 
uid to date from the 16th century. 
Dr, Rajah B. Manikam, president 
‘the Federation of Evangelical Lu- 

ran Churches in India and newly 
lected Bishop of the Tamil Lutheran 
nurch, told the LWF executives that 
dia now has about 5,000,000 Roman 
tholics and 5,000,000 Protestants — 
largest Oriental Christian popula- 
m after the Philippines and the 
‘gest Oriental Protestant popula- 
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Synod’s Board of World Relief 
shipped during 1955 almost 11,000,000 
pounds of food, clothing, and medi- 
cines, valued at $3,250,000, to help 
needy, suffering people in 12 differ- 
ent countries of Europe and Asia, 
Rev. Werner Kuntz, director of the 
BWR program, reported to the Wir- 
NEss. Cost of the total operation was 
only $175,000. “This means,” he said, 
“that $20 in relief value was given 
for every dollar received and spent. 
. .. One of every 60 people on earth 
is a refugee; one of every 10 Lu- 
therans in the world is a refugee... 
one third of the world’s people go to 
bed agonizingly hungry each night.” 


Frederick Nohl, 28, whose ap- 
pointment as Editor of School Ma- 
terials, Board for Parish Education, 
became effective 
January 1, was in- 
stalled in an evening 
service, February 5, 
at Ascension Church, 
St. Louis. Rev. Jus- 
tus P. Kretzmann 
preached, and Dr. C. 
Thomas Spitz of 
Belleville, Ill., chair- 
man of the board, 
performed the rite of 
installation. f 

A native of Chi- 
cago, Mr. Nohl graduated from Con- 
cordia Teachers College, River Forest, 
1948, and received his M.A. from 
Northwestern University. 

He taught at St. Paul’s, Kankakee, 
Tll., 1948—1954 and at Saint John’s, 
Forest Park, Ill., 1954—1955. 


[oy 
Frederick Nohl 
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Books 


Jehovah’s Witnesses. By Royston Pike. 
Philosophical Library, New York. 
140 pages. Cloth. $2.75, 


Jehovah of the Watchtower. By Walter 
R. Martin and Norman H. Klann. 
Biblical Truth Publishing Society, 
ote New York. 125 pages. Cloth. 
1.75. 


Jehovah’s Witnesses tells who the 
Witnesses are, what they teach, and what 
they do. The author makes no attempt 
to refute the soul-destroying errors of 
this anti-Trinitarian cult, possibly be- 
cause he himself does not believe in 
the inerrancy of Scripture. Jehovah of 
the Watchtower, on the other hand, 
shows how unscholarly Jehovah’s Wit- 
nesses are in their use of the Bible and 
with the Bible refutes some of their anti- 
Biblical teachings. As Baptists the au- 
thors of this book do not, however, 
denounce the abuse of the means of 
grace on the part of these heirs of Rus- 
sell and Rutherford. L. W. Spitz 


Adventures in Christian Stewardship. 
By R. C. Rein. Concordia Publish- 
ing House, St.Louis. 100 pages, 
54% x8%. Paper. $1.00. 

This manual on Christian stewardship 
makes attractive a subject which can be- 
come distasteful when an author or lec- 
turer restricts it to cash contributions. 
Pastor Rein ranks the stewardship of 
treasure behind the sacred trust of life, 
body and mind, time, and talents. He 
moves to a climax with the stewardship 
of the Gospel, stewardship education, and 
rewards. Each clearly outlined chapter 
brings practical applications and closes 
with a discussion guide, which enhances 
the value of the manual for Bible classes 
and discussion groups. 


America’s Lutherans. Edited by Omar 


Bonderud and Charles Lutz. Re- 
printed from One Magazine. The 
Wartburg Press, Columbus, Ohio. 


63 pages. Paper. $.50. 

Sixteen essays by 14 different authors 
tell about the history and chief char- 
acteristics of the various Lutheran bodies 
in this country, including the Synodical 
Conference, the National Lutheran 
Council, and the Lutheran World Feder- 
ation. Handy statistical tables and two 
charts on Lutheran organizational re- 
lationships are valuable. Most of the 
essays in this convenient reference book- 
let are well written. The title of the 
essay on the Missouri Synod, “The Wall 
Is Tumbling,” is unfortunate. 


Cart S. MEYER 


Facing the Cross. Sermon Sketches for 
Lent. By Stanley D. Schneider and 
Others. The Wartburg Press, Co- 
lumbus, Ohio. 279 pages. $2.50. 

Ministers of the American Lutheran 

Church provide sketches of 14 series of 

sermons for the Lenten Season and Holy 

Week. The series comprise between six 

and nine units each. Treatments repre- 

sent both the conventional and the novel. 
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97-1390 Seven Preludes on Hymns for 
Easter Day. By Camil Van Hulse. 
Concordia Publishing House, Saint 
Louis, Mo. $2.00. 


Seven Preludes is an important con- 
tribution to organ music. 


Van Hulse is a modern composer, 
never pedantically academic. He con- 
stantly reveals originality and uses dis- 
cords discreetly, yet effectively. Organ- 
ists will welcome his virile setting of 
“Awake, My Heart, with Gladness.” 

The shortest number is two pages in 
length, the longest about five and a half 
pages— in all, 29 pages of interesting, 
thrilling music for Easter. 


97-7573 The Passion According to Saint 
Matthew. By Heinrich Schuetz. 
Edited by Richard T. Gore. Con- 
cordia Publishing House, St. Louis, 
Mo. $1.75. The choruses only, 
No. 97-6224, 75 cents. 


Schuetz set the Passion story to music 
three times. This opus, composed when 
he was 81 years old, contains 85 pages 
and is to be sung unaccompanied, 
although an accompaniment is provided. 
It has the ideal Passion setting. 


97-6209 Christ Jesus Lay in Death’s 
Strong Bands. A Liturgical Cantata 
for Easter. By Richard Wienhorst. 
Concordia Publishing House, Saint 
Louis, Mo. 


Score, 60 cents. Violin and cello parts, 
35 cents each. 


This cantata of 16 pages was composed 
for use in the Easter Sunday service. 
We were present when the cantata was 
presented last year at Concordia Semi- 
nary, St. Louis, for the Valparaiso Church 
Music Seminar. The chorale Christ lag in 
Todesbanden is basic for the cantata; the 
five stanzas are interspersed with ap- 
propriate recitatives. Good, effective 


church music. WALTER WISMAR 


Death 


Emil R. Krohn (October 29, 1875, 
Pomerania, Germany, to December 11, 
1955, Walla Walla, Wash.), son of John 
and Louise Koenigsberg Krohn; grad- 
uated Teachers’ Seminary, Addison, II1., 
1893; taught for 50 years in Lutheran 
schools at Evansville, Ind., 1893—1917; 
Cleveland, Ohio, 1917—24; New Palestine, 
Ind., 1924—30; and Marysville, - Ohio, 
1930—43, when he retired. 

He is survived by his widow, the 
former Anna Miller, whom he married 
in 1911; and two sons: Martin, Sunbury, 
Ohio; and Carl, Walla Walla. 

Rev. Roland A. Langbecker conducted 
the funeral service December 14 in 
Trinity Church, Walla Walla, and read 
the committal rites in Mountain View 


Cemetery. Carut F. Kroon 


Bunde V. Skov (October 13, 1895, 
Perth Amboy, N.J., to December 14, 1955, 
Elmhurst, N. Y.), son of Rev. Villads B. 
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and Kirsten Jensen Skov; graduated 
Concordia Collegiate Institute, Bronx- 
ville, N. Y., 1916, and Concordia Sem- 
inary, St. Louis, 1919. 

After serving Cross Church, Milwau- 
kee, Wis. 1919—22, he was pastor of 
Bethany Church, Elmhurst, 1922 until his 
death. 

His first wife, the former Emma 
Mueller, whom he married in 1920, died 
in 1933. He is survived by his widow, 
the former Margaret Platzer; five sons: 


John, Pomona, Calif.; Robert, Dallas, 
Tex.; Raymond, Poughkeepsie, N. Y.; 
Rev. Frederick, Onida, S. Dak.; and 


Richard, student at Concordia Seminary, 
St. Louis; and two daughters: Elinor and 
Margaret. 

For the funeral services December 17 
at. Bethany Church, Elmhurst, District 
President Herman J. Rippe preached, and 
Rev. Frank McGrath and the under- 


signed officiated. F. W. FEINSINGER 


John H. Dreier (March 28, 1886, Ham- 
burg, Minn., to December 15, 1955, 
St. Joseph, Mich.), son of Henry and 
Meta Barthels Dreier; graduated Teach- 
ers’ Seminary, Addison, IIl., 1908. 

He taught in Lutheran schools of a 
mission field at Culbertson, Arapahoe, 
and Newman Grove, Nebr., 1908—10; 
Christ Church, Jacob, Ill., 1910—14; and 
Trinity Church, St. Joseph, Mich., 1914, 
until his retirement in 1951. 

He is survived by his widow, the 
former Adela Tredupp, whom he married 
in 1910; and two daughters: Mrs. Ruth 
Sonnemann and Esther. 

The undersigned conducted the fu- 
neral services December 17 in Trinity 
Church, St. Joseph, and read the com- 
mittal rites in Crystal Springs Cemetery 
at Benton Harbor, Mich. Walter C. Ra- 
kow spoke for the North and West Michi- 
gan Teachers Conference. 


MartTIN J. ZSCHOCHE 


Amoumcements 


Ordinations and Installations 
Installed: FAST ORS 


Bellmann, E. Walter, Trinity, gare Ogallala, 
Nebr., by G. H. Koslowske, Jan. 2. 

Cholcher, “Albert H., Trinity, pein. ‘Towa, by 
oO. W. Faszholz, Jan. 29. 

Dittloff, Wayne A., St. Paul, Big Spring, Tex., 
by Glen C. Kollmeyer, Jan. 22. 

Dubbe, Herman, St. Paul, Fairland, Okla., by 
H. C. Wendler, Jan. 22. 

Eckhardt, Eugene L., St. John, Wagner, 

. S. Dak., by Rudolf Hildebrandt, Jan. 22. 

Gallert, Adolph R., Trinity, Utica, Mich., by 
L. G. Heinecke, Jan. 15. 

Hohenstein, Herbert E., Luther Memorial, 
Richmond Heights, Mo., by Ernest L. Ge- 
rike, Jan. 29. 

Juergensen, Eugene, Trinity, Stanford, and 
Our Savior, Denton, Mont., by Pres. Paul 
M. Freiburger, Jan. 22. 


Killion, Russell D., third full-time pastor, 
Emmaus, Milwaukee, Wis., by Victor M. 
Selle, Jan. 8 


Kreutz, Victor E., St. John, Sherwood, Ohio, 
by C. H. Matthias, Jan. 22. 

Laatz, Willard C., Zion, Lyons, Ill., by A. H. 
Lange, Jan. 15. 

Leischner, Paul, Zion, Moberly, Mo., by Alvin 
Graebner, Jan. 29. 

Leising, Emil, Trinity, Gardnerville, Nev., by 
Pres. Arthur C. Nitz, Dec. 11, 1955. 

Lessmann,. Paul ’G., Trinity, Peoria, Tll., by 
Pres. Alvin W. Mueller, Jan. 


Lochhaas, Philip, Trinity, Mlackwell, Okla., 
by Pres. A. E. Behrend, Jan. 29. 


{86} 


“Rev. Theo. A. Daniel, 


THE LUTHERAN WITNES 


Oesleby, Christian B. C., St. Luke, Ironwd 
and Immanuel, near Ironwood, Mich., § 
E. W. Feldscher, Jan. 29. 

Perlich, George H., Trinity, Janesville, Mi 
by E. H. Eifert, Jan. 15. 

onnedicr: Erwin, associate pastor, Concor 
Fort Wayne, Ind., by Osmar Lehenba 
Jan. 29. 

Vatthauer, Walter H., Christ the King, Duly 
Minn., by H. A. Huth, Jan. 29. , 

Zemke, Walter A., St. Peter, Belvidere, Gog 
hue, Minn., by ‘A. F. Mock, Jan. 22. 


INSTRUCTOR 


Goltermann, Samuel I., Concordia Collé 
Austin, Tex., by Dr. George J. Beto, Jan 


TEACHERS 


Bostelmann, Cand. Wallace L., Imman) 
Kansas City, Mo., by Pres. T. A. Weinh@ 
Sept. 25, 1955. H 

Pflughoeft, Ernst F., Zion, St. Libory, Ne 
by A. F. Otto, Jan. 22. 


Official Notices 


Rev. Paul F. Wieneke has been appoi 
Visitor of the Monroe Circuit to replace R 
A. H. Gehner, who resigned. — A. ZEILE, P 
ident, Michigan District. 


Rev. Henry E. Meyer, Glendive, was 
pointed Visitor of the Eastern Circuit 
replace Rev. Walter Luedtke, who accep 
a call to the Northwest District. — Pau 
FREIBURGER, President, Montana District. 


Rev. William Christian, New Rockfd 
N. Dak., has been appointed Visitor of 
New Rockford Circuit of the North Dak 
District to replace Rev. Willard Laatz, 
has accepted a call into another District. 


Rev. Robert Kass, Lakota, N. Dak., has b 
appointed Visitor of the Devils Lake Cire 
to replace Rev. Lambert Dierks, who 
accepted a call into another circuit. 
B. G. MuEtueErR, President, North Dakota JJ 
trict. 


Rev. Paul T. Dannenfeldt of High Po 
N.C., has been appointed Visitor of Cird 
No. 8 to succeed Rev. Martin Rupprecht, 
has accepted a call to the Florida-Geo 
District. — Witt1am_H. Koun, Preside 
Southeastern District. 


Rev. William L. Duerr of Santa Ana § 
been appointed Visitor of Circuit No. 129 
replace Rev. W. C. Gesch of Orange, who 
cepted a call into another circuit of the 0 
trict. — Vicror L. BEHNKEN, President, Sou 
ern California District. 


Nominations for Immanuel Lutherg 
College, Greensboro, N.C. 


Rev. L. G. Bernthal, Clarkston, Wash., 
J. B. Bernthal, South Milwaukee, Wis. 

Detroit, Mich.: 
Trinity Slovak Lutheran Church, Bo 
ville, Wis. 
Rev. Walter H. Ellwanger, M.A., Selma, A 
St. Paul’s, Columbia, Ill. 
Dr. H. Koch, Greenleaf, Wis.: J. B. Bernt 
South Milwaukee, Wis. 

Rev. Dewitt P. Robinson, New Orleans, 
Mount Calvary, Denver, Colo. 

Rev. William A. Schiebel, Washington, D 
Zion, Blackburn, Mo. 

Dr. John Stach, Fort Wayne, Ind.: St. Pa 
Fort Wayne, Ind. 


Statements regarding the qualifications 
and salient information pertaining to, the no 
inees must be forwarded to the undersig! 
prior to the plenary session of the Mission 
Board on April 11 and 12, 1956. — Epwin 
Wison, Chairman, The Missionary Board 
the Lutheran Synodical Conference, Luthe 
Building, 210 North Broadway, St. Louis 2, 


Notice Anent Travel to the Conventi 


Atlantic, Eastern, and Southern Clergy C 
tificates will be valid beginning June 4 up 
and including June 28 for round-trip tick 
to St.Paul, Minn. Cost of tickets for 
round trip will be based on the one-way f 
class fare. Clergy-certificate holders in 
lantic, Eastern, and Southern areas need J 
purchase an additional Western Clergy C 
tificate. Pastors who plan to use rail C 
travel to the convention at St. Paul ought) 
Apply for clergy certificates now. ee 
blanks ought to be available : 
offices. If not available, write to The Luther 
Church — Missouri Synod, Transportation I 

artment, Room 713 —77 West Washington §& 
hicago 2, Ill. —M. PIEHLER, General Trai 
portation Secretary. rf] 


Notice 


Anyone knowing the whereabouts of Dr. 
nmka Gaza from Budapest, Hungary, who is 
lieved to be a Lutheran pastor, please write 
EV. NORMAND WIpiIcER, P.O. Box 6124, Uni- 
ersity, Ala. 


Available 
Altar and lectern, free to any Missouri 
ynod group or organization. — Car. 


UETTNER, 5461 Tholozan, St.Louis 9, Mo. 
Altar, pulpit, lectern, and 12 9-foot pews, 


r $200.— Trinity LuTHERAN CHURCH, Osage, 
wa. 


Wanted 


Used church bell. — Bretuany LuTHERAN 
HURCH, Rev. M. J. Buchhop, Royalton, Minn. 


Church bell, suitable for use in tower of 
rmer Army chapel. State size and weight 
' bell, also price. — Rev. A. C. STAHNKE, 5966 
hapel St., Arlington, Calif. 


] 


Changes of Address 
astors: 


Bartling, Fred, R.1, Lower Dr., 
Pullman, Wash. 
Bellmann, E. Walter, Ogallala, Nebr. 
Brueggemann, George R., R. 1, Box 276, 
_ Thiensville, Wis. 
Bundenthal, Theodore, 871 S. English, 
__ Springfield, Il. 
Buntrock, Orville A., 2220 23d St., 
Lubbock, Tex. 
‘Clausen, Rob-rt H.. 602 E. Ninth, 
New York 9, N. Y. 


Dahms, Julius E., Lewisville, Minn. 

Docter, Walter F., em., 959 Pleasant Ridge 
Ave., Columbus 9, Ohio 

Felten, Victor, c. r.m., Box 196, 

801 De Mun Ave., St. Louis 5, Mo. 

Fink, Otto J., Old Westbury Rd., 

Old Westbury, N. Y. 

Freed, Chaplain (Captain) John W., 
AO2233985, Hq. 1st Fighter Gr., 
Selfridge AF Base, Mich. 

Groenke, Lloyd E., 931 Columbia Dr., 
Decatur, Ga. 

Hauser, Martin G. W., 725 N. Cedar, 
Luverne, Minn. 

Hohenstein, Herbert E., 1108 Edward Ter., 
Richmond Heights 17, Mo. 

Krug, Eugene O., 241 N. E. 58th St., 
Miami, Fla. 

Kuehnert, Arthur M., 1140 Hornsby Ave., 
St. Louis 15, Mo. 

Lassanske, Paul A., 35 Passaic Ave., 
West Paterson, N. J. 

Lieske, H. William, 409 W. Crawford, 
Salina, Kans. _ 

Long, Charles W., 1007 Grove St., 
Crete, Nebr. 

Luedtke, Walter A., Sandy, Oreg. 

McAdoo, Floyd, 625 W. Horah St., 
Salisbury, N.C. 

Meyer, Melvin H., Box 5, Venice, Fla. 

Moritz, Victor E., 3307 Calhoun St., 
New Orleans 25, La. 

Mueller, LeRoy, Huntley, Il. 

Recks, Ewald, c. r. m., 3307 Calhoun St., 
New Orleans 25, La. 

Rehder, Alfred F., Lincolnville, Kans. 

Schuller, David S., 434 Lee Ave., 
Webster Groves 19, Mo. 


Strege, Paul, 6330 Southwood, 
St. Louis 5, Mo. 

Trahms, Vernon T., 602 S. Green St., 
Rock Rapids, Iowa 

Warnke, Hugo M., 1025 High St., 
Klamath Falls, Oreg. 

Wennerstrom, Robert, 4945 Arts St., 
New Orleans 22, La. 

Zemke, Walter A., R. 2, Goodhue, Minn. 


Teachers: 


Beck, Arthur A., 8611 Vasel, 
St. Louis 23, Mo. 

Bethke, Theodore R., 229 E. Wood Ave., 
Raymondville, Tex. 

Degitz, Kenneth E., 915 Perry, 
St. Charles, Mo. 

Greising, Jack H., 1830 Jefferson St., 
Florissant 21, Mo. 

Mueller, Albert, Box 106, Ambler, Pa. 


Notice 


Articles, church news, announce- 
ments, obituaries, intended for publica- 
tion in the LuTHERAN WITNEsS, books 
for review, and general correspondence 
should be addressed to the Editorial Of- 


fice, 801 De Mun Ave., St. Louis 5, Mo. 


Reports of ordinations, installations, 
dedications, anniversaries, and changes 
of address of pastors and _ teachers 
should be sent to the Statistical Bureau, 
Lutheran Building, 210 North Broad- 
way, St. Louis 2, Mo. 
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Budget Requirements, Feb. 1 to Jan. 31 ——--_-__--_-- 
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Books by the director of Television’s 
most popular (inspirational program 


THE CROSS 
AND THE 
COMMON 
MAN 


HERMAN W. GOCKEL 


FOR LENTEN READING 
AND EASTER GIVING 


Now the religious director of “This Is the 
Life” brings the profound doctrines of Chris- 
tianity to life in THE CROSS AND THE 
COMMON MAN. If you are one of the 99 
per cent who have never attended a seminary, 
or if you have never made a systematic study 
of religion, you'll appreciate the freshness and 
clarity with which the author presents the 
eternal truths of God’s Word. You will better 
understand the deeper meanings of Scripture 
and be able to share those thrilling insights 
with friends, to become the witness-bearer for 
Christ you’ve always wished you could be. 


“The kind of book one can give to any lay- 
man, within or without the church, and expect 
him to gain a better understanding of what 
Christianity is Me about.” — The Lutheran 
Layman. 


“The most successful approach I have read 
to the problem of making profoundest theology 
crystal clear.”” — Daniel Poling, The Christian 
Herald. 


“The author has achieved . . . a new tech- 
nique of bringing men to a better understand- 
ing of . . . the tremendous possibilities for 
abundant life to be enjoyed by people whose 
souls are in harmony with the will and pur- 
pose of God.” — James Murch, United Evan- 
gelicai Action. 


155 pages. Cloth. $2.00, net 


Order from your religious bookstore, or use the handy coupon below to order directly 


CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Saint Louis 18, Missouri 


Please send me: 


THE CROSS AND THE COMMON,/MAN 
@ $2.00. No. 15-1791 


. WHAT JESUS MEANS TO ME @ $1.00. 
No. 6-1008 


. THIS IS THE LIFE. @ 5% .75,. No. 15-1651 


L enclose :$.. ae ee 


1 What 
{sts MEANS 


Thousands have hailed this book as a source 
of new faith, new strength, new comfort and 
courage. “This precious book has _ strength- 
ened and sustained me. The author has ex- 
pressed in wcrds the things I felt in my heart 
but didn’t know how to say.” — Young widow 
with three children. 

“Not only suitable for those whom we want 
to teach the wonderful truths about Jesus, but 
also a magnificent book of comfort.” — De- 
troit pastor. 

Ideal for presentation to the sick, bereaved, 
and sorely tempted. Excellent gift for the un- 
churched. 


144 pages. Cloth. $1.00 


THIS 
IS THE LIFE 


HERMAN W. GOCKEL 


In eight sprightly written chapters — crisp, 
modern, popular — Rev. Gockel presents the 
various pluses of the Christian faith. On page 
after page he outlines the spiritual blessings of 
a life which has found its pardon and peace, 
its purpose and its power, in the Gospel of the 
Savior. 

Especially useful as a gift to church pros- 
pects. : 
96 pages. Cloth. Only $ .75 - 


Address) .2. =. - eee rues 


Citynnie sos ee One State 


